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CHRIST’S GLORY CONTEMPLATED. 


~ “But their minds were blinded; for until this day remaineth the same vail un- 
taken away in the reading of the old testament ; which vail is done away in Christ. 
But even unto this day, when Moses is read, the vail is upon their heart. Never- 
theless, when it shall turn to the Lord, the vail shall be taken away. But we all, 
with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into the 
same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.”—II. Corin 
THIANS, iii. 14, 15, 16, 18. 


Wuen Moses descended from the mount, such was the glory of 
his countenance that the Israelites were unable to look steadily 
upon it. To accommodate himself to.their weaknesses, he put a 
vail over his face. Upon this incident the apostle seizes, to illus- 
trate the moral blindness of the Jews in his day. As their fathers 
could not discover clearly the face of Moses, so they were unable 
to discover the glory of Moses’ writings. When they read the 
Old Testament, they were so blinded by prejudice and the hard- 
ness of their hearts, that they understood not its import. But for 
this moral blindness there was a remedy. All who believed in 
Christ were enlightened. When the Jews, therefore, turned to the 
Lord, the vail would be taken away: then would they see dis- 
tinctly the import of the holy oracles, and grow rapidly in grace. 
Hence we have the following important truths : 


Correct intellectual and moral views of the glory of the Lord 
Jesus Christ are necessagy to a full understanding of the Scriptures ; 
and a discovery of the glory, as revealed in this gospel, promotes 
santification. 


These are the two points to whieh I wish to direct your attention. 


I. Correct intellectual and moral views of the glory of Christ 
are necessary to a full understanding of the Scriptures. 
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By intellectual views, I mean those which pertain to the under- 
standing. The intellect receives the truth, the whole truth re- 
specting the Redeemer. All that is said in relation to His deity 
and humanity, His person and offices, His dominion and atone- 
ment is embraced. 

By moral views, I mean those which pertain to the heart, and 
which may be denominated experimental. It is the mind which 

erceives the truth, and it is the heart which loves the truth. 

‘he former is intellectual, the latter moral ; the’ former is theory, 
the latter experience. Both are necessary to constitute Christian 
character. When they co-exist, then the soul becomes savingly 
acquainted with Jesus; and then also the vail is taken away. 
The Scriptures being read in such a frame of mind, their glory is 
perceived. In illustration of this practical truth, we may, 

1. Appeal to experience. This argument, I know, will not be 
felt, in its full force, by those upon whose minds the vail still re- 
mains. ‘This, however, is no reason why it should not be employ- 
ed. Is it not an interesting fact, that when sinners embrace the 
Saviour, their views of revealed truth become more clear and vivid ? 
And is this strange? If the change be what the Bible represents, 
a passing from darkness to light, from the power of satan unto 
God, we might expect such a result. God, who commanded the 
light to shine out of darkness, shines in the heart, to give the light 
of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
The light, coming from the-cross into the heart, passes over upon 
the pages of revelation, and gilds the whole scene with new 
beauty. A loveliness, a gloay, before undiscovered, now enriches 
every poriion of it. The precepts, promises, and doctrines, are 
felt to be wortby of God. It is read and admired—it is admired, 
and read again. ‘Tears of joy bedew its sacred pages. By it 
the soul is nourished, strengthened, and beautified. How pure is 
the light which it pours upon the enlightened spirit! When 
Christ is known in His saving power, then the vail is taken from 
the heart ; and there is a rich preparation for a full discovery of the 
treasures of wisdom contained in the book of life. ‘In His light 
we see light.”’ 

2. Our next appeal is to the harmony of Divine truth. It is all 
holy, and is consequently of the same nature. If, therefore, the 
mind is darkened in relation to a part of the system which it con- 
tains, similar darkness will rest upon the chaos on the contrary, 
correct views of a part of this system, willegive consistency and 
beauty to the whole. This is true in natural as well as in moral 
science. When, therefore, the understanding harmonizes with the 
affections, and when both cleave to the cross of Christ, there is a 
willingness to acknowledge and receive every fact bearing upon 
this subject. The whole Bible becomes one vast store-house of 
instruction. As the truth is loved, so the investigation of its im- 
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port, richness, and power, is a pleasant employment, and at the 
same time gives assurance of its reception. When the intellect 
and the heart are properly enlightened in relation to the person 
and offices of Christ, there is a certainty that all other truth will 
be embraced. It cannot be otherwise ; for, as truth is harmonious, 
so the mind which harmonizes with any of its leading principles, 
must also harmonize with its subordinate parts. In this case, there 
must be an important and necessary qualification for understanding 
every portion of the sacred Scriptures. 

3. Our last appeal is to the great central truths of revelation. 
These relate to the person and offices of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
When these are misunderstood, darkness will rest upon the whole 
book of God. No part of it will appear clothed with its genuine 
beauty and consistency. But when the intellect and the heart 
embrace the Saviour, then the vail is taken away. Nor can this 
be regarded as unworthy of belief, when you take into considera-- 
tion the scheme of redeeming mercy, and the plan which Christ 
crucified holds in this scheme. ‘The scheme itself embraces the 
entire system of the universe. It is the leading principle in the 
government of the infinite God—that for which nature exists, and’ 
without which nature herself is a sealed book. Blot out the work 
of redemption; and the heavens and the earth, with all the works 
that are therein, are an unmeaning exhibition of power. Let this 
work remain, crowning the whole with moral grandeur, and every 
creature, and every providence, bears marks of surprising wisdom. 
All things were created by Jesus Christ, and for Jesus Christ. It 
is not from the works of nature, but from the redeemed church, 
that the manifold wisdom of God is to be made known unto prin- 
cipalities and powers in heavenly places. When you behold Jesus 
Christ enthroned upon nature as well as upon grace, you then 
have a correct standard by which to interpret all the works and 
truth of God. He is to the moral universe what the sun is to the’ 
natural. The beams of light come from Him, and are diffused in 
every direction. Standing at the foot of His cross, the believer 
occupies an eminence far above the sages of the earth, and having 
anointed his eyes with eye-salve that he may see, he looks 
abroad and beholds the works, the providences, and the truth of 
God, all working together, illustrating each other, and unfolding 
the Divine glory. . Jesus Christ is the great central object of reve- 
lation. To Him the types and shadows, the promises and prophe- 
cies, have reference. The light which emanates from these vari- 
ous points originates in Him. He reflects light back upon them. 
Of all the truths of revelation, He is the sum and substance. 
Their entire use and efficacy depend upon their relation to Him. 
Of this you have most affecting proof from the Jews. In the Old 
Testament, of which they are diligent students, there is the sub- 
stance of all Divine truth. Still they live and walk in midnight 
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darkness. The reason for this is, that they reject the relation 
which these truths have to the Lord Jesus Christ. Their beauty 
is seen only in His face. ‘In him are hid all the treasures of wis- 
dom and knowledge.” Here we are said to “learn the truth as it 
is in Jesus.” ‘‘ He is the true light that lighteth every man that 
cometh into the world.”? To be in Him, is to be in the light, and 
to walk in the light. He is the life of the whole system of reve- 
lation. ‘Truths professed, but separated from him, have no living 
ee no Divine beauty, no spiritual efficacy. Such persons 

old the truth in unrighteousness. ‘“ Their minds are blinded, for 
until this day remaineth the same vail untaken away in the read- 
ing of the scriptures, which vailis done away in Christ. But 
even unto this day, when the word of God is read, the vail is upon 
their hearts. Nevertheless, when they shall turn to the Lord, the 
vail shall be taken away ;” and then sball they see the glory of 
Jesus Christ. I pass to show, 


II. That a contemplation of the glory of Christ as revealed in 
the gospel promotes sanctification. In prosecuting this part of my 
subject, it may be proper to observe, 


1. That the gospel exhibits the glory of Christ. As the glass 
reflects the true image of the man, so does the gospel the real cha- 


racter of Jesus. Here, and here only, can be obtained a full dis- 
covery of Him “ who was manifested in the flesh, justified in the 
Sprit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the 
world, received up into heaven.”” The glory of which the apos- 
tle speaks in the text, is unquestionably the moral glory of Christ ; 
or at least, to this, he principally refers, for into its image the be- 
liever is changed. Still even this glory cannot be separated from 
that which is natural. Deny the natural attributes of God, and 
how can - explain or understand those which are moral? So 
it is in relation to the Redeemer. Regard Him as merely human, 
and however pure or wise, you cannot behold His matchless ex- 
cellency. Even those moral qualities which you ascribe to Him are 
exceedingly limited, Infinity and immutability are generally con- 
sidered as natural attributes of Jehovah, and yet they belong equally 
to all His moral perfections. By denying this, you change essen- 
tially, in your own estimation, His character. If, therefore, in be- 
holding the glory of the Lord, you see only the glory of a man, 
how different the object of your vision from that which filled the 
mind of the adoring prophet, when he “saw the Lord sitting 
upon a throne high and lifted up, and his train filled the temple. 
Above it stood the seraphim, each one had six wings, with twain 
he covered his face, with twain he covered his feet, and with twain 
he did fly. And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, 
holy is the Lord. of hosts, the whole earth is full of His glory.” 
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But “these things said Esais, when he saw his (Christ’s) glory, 
and spoke of him.” This was the glory which He had with the 
Father before the world was. 

But Christ was glorious in His incarnation. This the angels 
discovered, when they worshipped Him, and sang His praises on 
the plains of Bethlehem. He was glorious in his death. Hence 
the bold and animated language of Isaiah. ‘* Who is this that 
cometh from Edom, with dyed garments from Bozrah ? this that is 
glorious in his apparel, travelling in the greatness of his strength { 
I that speak in nghteousness, mighty to save.” He was glorious 
in his resurrection and ascension. In the former he conquered 
death; in the latter he “led captivity captive.” In all things, 
Jesus was and is glorious. 

In the gospel you may behold the glory of His person, of His 
offices, of His work, and of His character. How irresistible His 
power, how wonderful His love, how heavenly His patience, how 
impartial His justice, how conspicuous His grace. He is th 
proper object of faith, of adoration, and of worship. All power, 
all wisdom, all the fulness of the Godhead dwell in Him. His 
glory is the glory of the only Begotten of the Father, full of grace 
and truth. Oh, what a strange combination of power and weak- 
ness, of riches and poverty, of dignity and depression, do you be- 
hold in Him! Yet all is consistent, harmonious, and attractive. 
He is the chief among ten thousand, the one altogether lovely. 
His glory is unsearchable, and should command the admiration of 
men and angels. With what intense delight and subduing rever- 
ence then, should sinners look at its rays, as they beam from the 
manger, the cross, the Mount of Olives, the throne in glory? “ Be- 
hold the Lamb of God.” Contemplate the Wonderful, the Coun- 
sellor, the Prince of peace, as He is revenled in the gospel. 

2. Who behold or discover this glory? Not all the children of 
men. ‘ The light shineth in darkness, and the darkness comp 
hendeth it not.” By many He is considered as a root out of d 
ground, having no form or comeliness; and when they see him, 
there is no beauty in him, why they should desire him. Let it be 
borne in mind that there is a vast difference between a cold, intel- 
lectual assent even to the true character of Christ, and a moral 
perception of the glory of that character. The former is charac- 
teristic of all merely speculative believers; the latter is the expe- 
rience of every child of faith. The former may be cherished by 
lost spirits in the world of woe; the latter constitutes the bliss of 
those who have already commenced the new song before the 
throne of God and the Lamb. This has a transforming influence. 
This was the object for which the apostle labored, “ counting all 
things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus 
his Lord.’? His prayer for the Ephesians respected this very ob- 
ject; “That the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the 
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Father of glory, would give unto them the spirit of wisdom and 
revelation in the knowledge of Him, the eyes of their understanding 
being enlightened.”” Those, then, who behold the glory of the 
Lord are the subjects of spiritual illumination. Though they were 
once darkness, yet now are they light in the Lord. The vail is 
taken from their minds, their eyes are opened, the scales have 
fallen. With open, or unvailed face, they look into the mirror of 
the gospel. Here they see the glory of their Immanuel, and the 
brightness of His rays are in proportion to the purity and strength 
of their vision. The more the heart is sanctified, and the intellect 
enlarged, the swecter, the fuller, and the more enrapturing the 
discoveries. 

But these discoveries have also a reflex influence, producing their 
own image, leaving their own impress. When they shall be un- 
obstructed, then the new creation will be completed. ‘ We shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is.”” Even now, how- 
ever, every view of Christ loosens the dominion of sin, and gives 
increasing vigor to the life of holiness. This leads me, 

3dly, ‘I'o show that a discovery of the glory of Christ, as reveal- 
ed in the Gospel, promotes sanctification. “ We all, with open 
face, beholding, as in a glass, the glory of the Lord, are changed 
into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of 
the Lord.” When Christ Jesus was upon earth, He declared, re- 

ecting the Holy Spirit, ‘‘He shall receive of mine, and shall 

how it unto you.” Here we are taught that the Spirit makes 
the contemplation of the glory of Christ an effectual means of 
holiness. It is the Spirit that quickeneth, but in quickening, He 
shines in the heart, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. We become dead to sin, but 
alive to God through Jesus Christ. But 


III. How does a discovery of the glory of the Divine Redeemer 
promote sanctification ? 


1. It guards the mind against worldly and vain thoughts. 
When you are in the presence of some wonderfully grand and 
sublime object, how completely does it chain the thoughts? It 
elevates the mind above trifles, and even ordinary objects, though 
present, are overlooked and forgotten. The shaking of a leaf is 
unheard amid the rattling of thunders, the glare of lightning, and 
the rush and roar of winds. The loss of a Jittle property is unfelt, 
when death makes your house desolate. It is, indeed, an univer- 
sal law of mind, that great and commanding objects will crowd 
out attention to those which are of minor importance. Apply this 
principle to the subject under consideration. The creature is look- 
ing at Him whose glory is the fulness of the earth, His mind is 
completely occupied. It reaches forth to catch still further disco- 
veries of His majesty; and if the brilliancy of the vision be not 
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overpowering, it will awaken the highest possible degree of atten- 
tion. When Paul was caught up into the third heavens, and saw 
and heard things which it was impossible for a man to utter, he 
was so occupied with the august scene, that even the things which 
distinguish life from death, time from eternity, had no place in 
his mind. When lifted up to the seat of Divine Glory, the plice 
where Christ dwells at the right hand of the Father, having in 
subjection all the principalities and powers, he could not tell whe- 
ther he was in the body, or out of the body. Let the rays of this 
vision, though in fainter glory, fall upon your minds, and where, 
where could worldly and vain thoughts find a lodging-plece? It 
would burn them up root and branch. When the soul, that living 
temple of yours, is filled with Divine glory, other objects must be 
displaced, and you yourselves changed into the same image from 
glory to glory. 

2. A perception of the glory of the Lord promotes love. You 
will bear in mind that a perception of this glory is a moral exer- 
cise, and cannot, therefore, differ from love in its purest, liveliest 
form. To behold the glory of God, and to love God, are synony- 
mous phrases. Tl wicked may, indeed, see God, but they are 
never said, in the Bible, to behold the glory of God. To them 
God is a dreadful, terrible, but not a glorious, lovely being. His 
glory can be seen only by those who bear His image. ‘ Ever 
one that loveth, is born of God, and knoweth God. He that lov- 
eth not, knoweth not God, for God is love.” When the heart is 
in harmony with His truth, and with all His adorable perfections, 
then, and not till then, do you behold His real excellency. Then, 
also, will you desire to be like Him. "When the Lord God mani- 
fests Himself to you as He does not to the world, how sweetly, 
how a are all the powers of the soul brought into subjec- 
tion to His will? The reflected image of your Master brightens 
daily upon your heart. Never is the process of sanctification go- 
ing on more rapidly, never are you dying unto sin so efficaciously, 
never are you rising so swiftly into the stature of perfect ones in 
Christ Jesus. Would any of you be transformed by the renewing 
of your minds? Come tothe place where His glory will pour down 
its softening, its reconciling beams upon your souls. Here you 
will see that God is love; and you will feel, too, the life-giving 
effect of the vision. Here love, which is the fulfilling of the law, 
will supplant every unhallowed passion, break down the dominion 
of sin, and fix its heavenly impress upon the heart. Here you 
will be changed into the same image, from glory to glory, even as 
by the Spirit of the Lord. Then, also, will you abound in every 
good word and work ; for rich, exceedingly rich and various are 
the fruits of love. ‘ And this I pray that your love may abound 
more and more, in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may 
approve the things that are excellent; that ye may be sincere and 
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without offence till the day of Jesus Christ, being filled with all 
the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto the 
praise and glory of God.” 

3. A contemplation of the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
He is revealed in the Gospel, promotes patience, peace, and hea- 
venly mindedness. 

In the midst of disappointments, conflicts, and abuses, patience 
will find appropriate employment. ‘‘ Ye have need of patience, 
that after ye have done the will of God, ye might receive the pro- 
mise. ‘‘ Peace, also, that peace which the world can neither give 
nor take away, that peace which passeth all understanding, is a 
blessing for which you will often pant. This is not your rest. 
Here you shall have tribulation. ow desirable, then, that you 
should have a foretaste of the rest that remaineth; that heavenly 
consolations should comfort, strengthen, and encourage your hearts, 
And in this world of worldliness, where every one is mad upon 
his idols, where the thoughts and affections are set on things on 
the earth, how desirable and necessary that the spell should be 
broken ; that the heart should rise in freedom to nobler objects ; 
_ that heaven should be the home of the mind, the place towards 
‘which the thoughts lead, and where they fix themselves in quiet- 
ness and supreme delight? And how can these graces of the Spirit, 
patience, peace, and a mind fed on heavenly things, be so effectual- 
_ly learned, as by a contemplation of the glory of the Lord ? 


‘* Had I a glance of thee, my God, 


Kingdoms and inen would vanish soon.” 


This is light in darkness, joy in sorrow, heaven upon earth. Oh, 
come then with unvailed face, and behold the glory of the Lord. 
Look at this great sight. It will transform, renew and sanctify ; 
it will change you into the same image from glory to glory. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. If correct views of the glory of Christ are necessary to-a full 
understanding of the Scriptures, then those who have incorrect 
= of this glory, cannot be regarded as safe interpreters of the 

ible. 

They err respecting a cardinal truth, an essential principle; a 
principle which lies at the foundation of the entire system of reve- 
lation. If they are consistent with themselves, their error here 
must modify all their future investigations. Would that man be 
a safe guide in natural philosophy, who should assume it as a fact, 
that the sun made his daily revolutions round the earth; or, who 
should deny the existence of such a law as gravitation? His er- 
rors are not trifling, but cardinal. Whatever may be the strength of 
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his mental powers, or the charms of his eloquence, he begins in 
error, and in error he must end. ‘The true theory of the solar sys- 
tem he cannot teach; the laws by which it is governed he does 
not understand ; he perverts them, and introduces others which 
have no existence, except in his darkened and bewildered mind. 
Of course, all his instructions must be false. Now apply these 
remarks to the subject we are considering. Jesus Christ is the 
sun of the moral system; His offices the great influential and at- 
tractive principle in this system. How can the man who misun- 
stands their cardinal truths, correctly and clearly explain other 
truths belonging to the same system? Such an individual, like a 
man walking in the night, stumbles because there is no light in 
him. He stumbles at that stumbling-stone and rock of offence; 
and then he goes on to stumble, and stumble at the whole word, 
being disobedient. He is blind, and if he lead the blind, how 
fearful will be the end of both ? 

2. This subject shows us the importance of being well establish- 
ed in the cardinal truths of the gospel. 

This is a shield from error. The man who has a few first prin- 
ciples in any science, well established, is in little danger of wan-. 
dering. ‘They are fixed points, to which he can look, and by, 
which he may guide all his footsteps. A similar guide to all his 
investigations, is within the reach of that man who understands 
and loves the distinguishing doctrines of the cross. Be establish- 
ed, _ in these truths. Let the Word of Christ dwell in you 
richly. 

3. We learn from this subject that the perfection of saints in 
glory, consists in their being like their Divine Lord. 

To form them into His image, He died, rose again, ascended 
up on high, and governs all things. To form them into His 
image, He revealed His word, and appointed the ministry of re- 
conciliation. To form them into His image, the Spirit takes up. 
His abode in their hearts. This is the last finish of beauty whi 
their souls can receive; the fullest preparation for enjoyment, 
which they can acquire ; the highest degree of exaltation to which 
they can be raised. ‘‘ Beloved, now are we the sons of God; and 
it doth not yet appear what we shall be, but we know that when 
He shall appear, we shall be like Him.” How sweet the rest of 
saints in the presence of their Divine Lord! There they are, 
clothed in white; all tears wiped from their eyes, crowned with 
glory, bowing before the throne, partaking of the joy of their 
Lord; He in them, and they in Him. And so shall they ever be 
with the Lord. May we but rise to that blissful state, and we. 
ask no more. Amen, and amen. 








SERMON CCCCLXXXI. 


BY REV. SAMUEL IRENAUS PRIME, 


New York. 


THE RESURRECTION AND ASCENSION OF CHRIST. 


“Tam He that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore.” 
“Revevation, i, 18. 


Tne resurrection of Christ had a prominence in the instructions of 
the primitive Church, which it has not in modern times. Then it 
was a doctrine, now it is only an historical fact. Then it was the 
central truth of Christianity, now it is believed but not honored as 
the life of the system. ‘Our preaching is vain, and your faith 
also is vain,” said Paul, if Christ be not risen. To restore this 
doctrine to its appropriate rank among the truths of the Gospel, 
to discover the vital relation it bears to all that man is to believe, 
to comprehend the power of testimony concentrated in this event 
tothe verity of the Divine revelation, and to feel the strength of mo- 
tive to be developed for the believer’s hope, we have only to open 
the New Testament and study the writings of the apostles with 
an eye to this doctrine, and its grandeur and importance rise, as 
we proceed, till the evidence is irresistible that this is a cardi- 
nal truth of the Christian system, and the confirmation of all the 
rest. As in a chain of circumstantial evidence, often more conclu- 
sive than the most luminous testimony of eye-witnesses, there is 
one link that fastens all the rest to the great fact to be proved; 
so the resurrection of, Jesus Christ is the fact that binds His sys- 
tem to the faith of man ; if this is believed, the whole is received ; 
if doubted, our faith is vain: we are yet in our sins. 

The nature of the subjects proposed for discussion this evening, 
renders it impossible to do more than to present a skeleton of 
thought. This would have been true had my time been limited to 
a single topic; but if we attempt the contemplation of both the re- 
surrection and ascension of our Lord, we shall find the evening far 

nt while we are yet at the portals of our theme. It will, there- 
ore, be my aim to seize upon a few points of interest in this por- 
tion of our Saviour’s history, and invite your minds to their pious 
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study, as we come to see where the Lord lay, and whence He as- 
cended to His Father. 

1, The narrative of the resurrection as recorded by the four evan- 
gelists, presents several apparent discrepancies, the most of which 
are readily reconciled, and none of them are sufficiently serious to 
shake the credibility of the record. 

The attentive reader of the Gospels will perceive that the ac- 
counts differ,—First, as to the number of women who came te the 
sepulchre. Matthew mentions two; Mark, three; Luke, three 
and others with them; while John names Mary Magdelene only. 
This disagreeament vanishes when you bear in mind that those 
who name but one or two of the women present, do not deny that 
others were with them, and thus each of the accounts is consistent 
with the rest, and all of them with each other. 

Secondly, the earthquake, the descent of the angel, &c., are 
mentioned by Matthew, after the arrival of the women at the 
sepulchre, while it would be inferred from a perusal of the other 
evangelists that these events occurred before. Such is probabl 
the fact, and there is nothing in Matthew’s account to conflict wit 
that opinion. He mentions the same facts with the other histori- 
ans, and the difference in his arrangement of the facts brings him 
and them into no collision. 

But, thirdly, we are met with a real discrepancy, the removal of 
which has employed the minds of learned and able men. The 
four evangelists agree in saying that the women came “ very ear- 
ly” to the sepulchre. Matthew has it thus, ‘as it began to 
dawn ;”’ Luke says, ‘‘ very early in the morning;” John says, 
‘when it was yet dark.” But Mark, in addition to saying that it 
was very early, states that it was ‘‘at the rising of the sun.” 
Here is the discrepancy. How could it be sunrise while it was 
yet dark? And in the original, the difficulty is greater, the word 
rendered “rising” being in the past tense, plainly signifying an 
hour of the morning so far advanced that the light of the sun was 
visible. Hengstenburg, Michaelis, and Robinson explain this ap- 
parent difficy}ty by regarding the expression as indicating that the 
sun was so far advanced in rising that the morning dawn was pro- 
ceeding from it, although it is not yet visible above the horizon. 
Robinson cites several instances from the Old Testament of such 
a use of the phrase, and there would be no objection to this ex- 
planation if we were not assured by John that it was yet dark. 
To account for this diversity, I suggest the following views. It 
is reasonable to infer from Mark’s account, that the women arrived 
at the sepulchre so early that it would be impracticable to proceed 
immediately in the mournful service which they had come to per- 
form. Their sorrow after the death of the Lord had doubtless 
made sleep a stranger to their eyelids, and now, anticipating the 
day, they have sought the tomb. Arriving ere it was light enough 
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to think of entering the sepulchre, they sat down to weep and 
pray together before they approach the pallid corpse of the man 
of sorrows, and take His hallowed limbs in their trembling hands. 
They waited there till the rising of the sun, and then finding the 
stone rolled away they entered, and behold the Saviour was risen. 
Now let us read the narratives in harmony ; and that the explana- 
tion proposed may be more obvious, let us first read it as it must 
be read, according to to the view of critics. 





















The Common Reading. The Proposed Harmony. 


« And very early in the morning, as| ‘* And very early in the morning, as 
it began to dawn, toward the first day | it began to dawn, towards the first day 
of the week, at the rising of the sun, | of the week, while it was yet dark, they 
while it was yet dark, they came unto|came unto the sepulchre, And at the 
the sepulchre.” rising of the sun they said among them- 
selves, who shall roll us away the stone 

The contradiction is apparent when |from the door of the sepulchre; and 
the passage is thus read. But the fol- | when they looked, they saw that the 
lowing beautiful and consistent narrative | stone was rolled away, for it was very 
appears, when the view now suggested | great.” 
is introduced. The narratives in harmo- 
ny will then read as follows: 



















































The only objection to this harmony will arise in the mind of 
the English reader of the New Testament from the division of the 
text into verses and from the punctuation, neither of which is suf- 
ficient to constitute any valid objection to the view. 

Without pausing to notice those objections to the narrative 
made by captious critics, of which a ready solution is furnished by 
any commentary within reach, let us Jook at 

2. The nature of Christ’s resurrection body. There is not a 
word in the histories before us, nor in the Word of God, to call in 
question the simple and obvious view which every unprejudiced 
reader would obtain, that the same body which was nailed to the 
tree arose on the third day. This fact is as clearly taught, as 
that Christ came into the world to save sinners. _If the language 
employed in the narrative was designed to teach any other doc- 
trine, ee reject all confidence, not in the sacred Scriptures 
only, but in all history ; and not in history only, but in all language 
as a medium of thought. God has failed in making Himself intel- 
ligible to His creatures, if His words do not mean that the slain 
body of Jesus came to life. And to my knowledge there has been, 
in our day, but a single attempt to impeach this truth; and, so far 
as I know, its author is almost his only believer. He would not 
stand on the rock of truth, and the rock fell on him and ground 
him to powder. 


We believe, with the we the doubting Thomas 
i 
. 

























































































whose sight restored his trembling faith—that the Lamb that was 
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slain was raised again; a veritable body of flesh and blood, the 
same that lived and bled. It is an effort of faith far less to receive 
this doctrine, than to believe the theories of conceited philosophy 
or the dreams of disordered intellect. 

3. The event itself. That was sublimity unrivalled, when the 

eat Creator stood in the midst of the silent universe, filled only 
by His eternal presence, and spoke into being worlds that were 
not. But in the tomb of Jesus is displayed the energy of self-ex- 
istence, the nature of eternal being, a mystery which the finite 
fails to grasp. ‘‘ 1 have power to lay down my life, and I have 
power to take it again:” John x. 18. He died; the soul that 
dwelt in His mortal flesh had winged its way to its native sky; 
His mangled corpse had been laid by tender hands in the solitary 
tomb, to sleep till the morn of a distant and eternal day should 
pierce with light the darkest grave. The tomb of Jesus had been 
closed and sealed. A Roman band had been set to guard the 
slumbers of Him whom angels watched with eyes that never sleep. 
Beneath that stone is laid the form of the Lord of glory. Mourn 
for Him, ye who trusted it had been He who should redeem Is- 
rael ; go, mourn for Him—the promises have failed. 

Night settles on Jerusalem. The Sabbath follows, while the 
God of Redemption rests on the field of His conflict, as of old the 
God of Creation held a Sabbath when His work was done. An- 
other night has passed and the Lord of Life awakes; He rises 
from His couch of state ; He stands erect in the darkness and solie 
tude of that hall of death; ministering spirits enter; disrobe His 
animated form of the garments of the grave, clothe Him afresh ; 
and the risen Redeemer walks forth a living God! I am he that 
liveth and was dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore. 

The heart of the Christian world regards the death of Christ as 
the most august event in the world’s history ; and justly when we 
view the great end for which He came. Christ, the Son of God 
became man to die. The work of atonement, in which the suffer- 
ing of the holy was accepted as a glorious substitute for the death 
of the sinner was indeed completed, when the Saviour bowed His 
head ; and with this awful truth alone in view, we may stand still 
before the cross, and cry with Him upon it, “It is finished.” But 
we must not forget that the future glory of Him who thus treads 
the wine-press alone is to be revealed in the triumphant victory over 
death of him in whose arms he now expires. With this object 
before us, we must look to the rEsurREcTION of Christ and find 
the testimony it bears to the character and design of His mission. 

1. By His resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ was declared 
to be the Son of God. 

In the introduction of his great argument to the Romans, Paul 
speaks of Jesus Christ, ‘declared to be the Son of God with — 
power, according to the Spirit of Holiness, by the resurrection’ 
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from the dead:” Rom. i..4. In the beginning was the Word, and 
long before the world was, He rejoiced in the bosom of the Father. 
“ When He bringeth in His first-begotten into the world, He saith, 
And let all the angels of God worship Him.”? Thus from eter- 
nity He was the Son of God, and from the incarnation in Bethle- 
hem, God-man. 

But now in a higher sense, the Holy Spirit by the mouth of 
Paul applies the language once breathed on the lips of David, and 
saith, ** God hath raised up Jesus again, as it is written in the se- 
cond Psalm, Thou art my Son, this day have I begotten thee.” 
The resurrection from the grave, was the birth-day of the Son of 
God. The Father owned Him in the face of the world, and they 
who believe that Jesus rose from the dead, and they only, believe 
that He is the Messian. 

To assail the literal resurrection of the crucified body of Christ, 
is to attack the Messiahship of Jesus. If He rose not, He was 
not the Son of God. 

2. There isa cardinal doctrine of grace involved in the resurrec- 
tion of Christ. 

To complete the number of witnesses, and prepare the way for 
a new mission to go forth into the world with this event, as the 
distinctive article of the Christian faith, it is declared Acts i. 22, 
afier the apostasy of Judas, “One must be ordained to be a 
witness with us of his resurrection.”’ With this fact as their 
watchword they went out and preached through Jesus the resur- 
rection of the dead. Actsiv. 2. It was soon said of them as in 
Acts iv. 33, “ With great power gave the apostles witness of the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them 
all.”?, To comprehend this truth and feel its power was the lofti- 
est desire of the chief apostle, as he declares in his letter to the 
Philippians, i. 8—10; ‘ I count all things but loss for the excellen- 
cy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord; that I may know 
him and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his 
sufferings, being made conformable unto his death: if by any 
means | might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.” There is 
a hidden, but to the believer, a living glorious mystery in these 
words: they are not readily intelligible from the fact already stat- 
ed, that the resurrection of Christ has lost its place in the Chris- 
tian system. In Rom. vi. 4, it is written, ‘“‘ as Christ was raised 
up from the dead, by the glory of the Father, even so we also 
should walk in newness of life ;”? and Peter saith, i. 3, “‘ Blessed 
be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according 
to his abundant mercy, hath begotten us again unto a lively hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.” In oon | won- 


derful words, the believer finds the evidence that this doctrine is 
identified with all the hopes of the gospel, and is itself the sealing 
witness of its power. ‘If Christ be not risen, then is our preach- 
ing vain, and your faith is also vain.” 1 Cor. xv. 14. 
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The idea of justification through the resurrection of Christ is 
seldom presented in the preaching of the gospel, but is clearly the 
thought of the apostle and the teaching of the Spirit in that me- 
morable passage, Rom. viii. 3d; ‘* He was delivered for our offences 
and was raised again for our justification.” In His death the 
curse of the violated law is seen resting on the head of the guilty, 
crushed beneath its sentence; the infinite demerit of sin is illus- 
trious in the sight of the cross, while vengeance feels its strength, 
and justice triumphs in the victim’s death. ‘The law is magnified ; 
God is honored; His throne is radiant with truth fulfilled in the 
death of Him who bears the sinner’s curse. But where is the sin- 
ner ? How shall he be delivered? His Redeemer is slain; the 
grave has swallowed his hopes; death spreads his pall over the 
world in sin, and man must feel for ever the wrath of unsatisfied 
justice, with no mediator, no redeemer. At tis point, the connex- 
ion of Christ’s resurrection with the sinner’s justification appears. 
‘Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea, 
RATHER (mark the force of that word rather) that is risen again, 
who is ever at the right hand of God, who also maketh interces- 
sion for us.” The work of redemption would have been incom- 
plete, had not the great High Priest, when He offered Himself once 
for all, then passed into the heavens, there (in the presence of the 
throne, whose law His death had sustained) to make everlasting 
intercession for the justification of them who should believe on His 
name. Penitence weeps at the foot of the cross, over sin that 
nailed the Saviour there; but faith fastens its eye on the living 
Lamb in the midst of the Father’s throne, and rejoices in the hope 
of pardon and eternal life. 

3. The resurrection of Christ is the pledge of ourown. ‘¢ Be- 
cause I live, ye shall live also.” John xiv. 19. I will enter the 
prison-house of death and bind the strong man that he may not 
have power on you. I will walk through the dark valley and ye 
shall fear no evil. 

‘‘ We have testified of God,” said Paul, ‘that he raised up 
Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. 
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: your faith is 
vain; ye are yet in your sins. Then they also which are fallen 
asleep in Christ are perished. If in this life only we have hope 
in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. But now is Christ 
risen from the dead, and become the first-fruits of them that slept.” 
As we then stand around the sepulchre of Christ, to be witnesses 
by faith of His resurrection, wealso behold the emblem of that great 
uprising when all those who sleep in Jesus shall be raised in His 
image, and be glorified with him in his Father’s kingdom. ‘Iam 
the resurrection and the life. He that believeth in me, though he 
were dead, yet shall he live.” So, when the believer lies down 
to die, or when he consigns to the lonely tomb the form of one he 
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loves, in the assurance of Christ, and the fact that He rose from the 
dead to give life to them who sleep, he beholds by joyful faith 
the predicted time when many that sleep in dust shall wake 
in glory, when the sea shall give up its dead, the earth shall 
render back its trust, the very ground on which we tread shall 
live ; and from every kingdom and people under heaven, from the 
sunny trepics and the icy north, from the islands and the hill-tops, 
the race of man, over whose silent sleep the night of ten thousand 

may have hung, shall start at the trumpet’s sound, and rush 
into life immortal. 


*« When the great archangel shakes the creation, 
Tears the strong pillars of the vault of heaven, 
Breaks up old marble, the repose of princes,” 


bone to its bone, the scattered fragments of a buried world, the 
generations of a thousand centuries spring to their own, and they 
who have done good are caught up with the Lord into the air; 
*¢ and so shall they be ever with the Lord.” 

The appearance of the Saviour, and his ascension, now demand 
our attention. 

It was fitting that the Lord should first appear to those pious 
women who were “ last at his cross and earliest at his grave.” 
They fled with amazement when they found the tomb was spoiled ; 


and the Saviour met them in the way and said “ All hail.” Mary 
Magdalene wept in the garden, and a stranger said to her, 
“ Mary,” and the truth broke on her enraptured soul; it was her 
risen Lord. 

Two disciples were walking in the country, and their hearts 
burned within them as Jesus opened to them the Scriptures. 

The eleven were —" meat when the Saviour stood in the 


midst of them; and again He appears to the same sad company with 
Thomas, that the doubting disciple might place his hand in the 
nail and — wounds, 

Again He meets seven by the Sea of Tiberias, and gives the 
command which is the Sabbath-School teacher’s commission ; 
which makes every teacher a successor of Peter, with far more 
truthfulness in the’ claim than the “ Man of Sin” can boast, a com- 
mand that should be written on the walls of every Sunday-School 
room and the walls of every Christian heart ; a simple precept, but 
Christ-like, O hear it and heed it, “ Freep my Lamss.” 

After that He was seen of above five hundred brethren at once ; 
and finally He meets His disciples and leads them out to the east- 
ern slope of the Mount of Olives, to the village of Bethany, a spot 
that He loved, and then lifting up His hands He blessed them, 
and while He blessed them, He was parted from them and carried 
up into heaven. 

The ascension of Christ, thus simply but beautifully described 
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by the inspired pencil, was, in the first place, an act of triumph. It 
was the return of a conquering God to His palace in the skies. 
The heaven-lighted eye of the prophet Daniel, piercing the gloom 
of six hundred years, beheld this scene, and the rapt seer thus 
sang the triumph of his future Lord. “I saw in the night visions, 
and behold one like the Son of Man came with the clouds of hea- 
ven, and came to the Ancient of Days, and they brought him near 
before Him. And there was given him dominion and glory and a 
kingdom : his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall 
not pass away.” 

aving wrestled with principalities and powers, and vanquished 
death and the grave ; having paved a passage from a world of sin 
and shame to one of light and glory, He now ascends to the right 
hand of the majesty on high. He takes the mediatorial throne, 
= a Prince and Saviour to give repentance and remission 
of sins. 

In the second place, the ascension was an emphatic declaration 
that the Saviour’s work on earth was done. His resurrection and 
appearance were essential to the completion of His plan of redemp- 
tion ; but now when the testament has been sealed, the testator is 
ready to depart. Hear his prayer : “I have finished the work which 
thou gavest me to do. And now, O Father, glorify thou me with 
thine own self, with the glory which I had with thee before the 
world was. And now I come to thee.”” John xvii. 5,6,13. These 
were His own words, as the hour of His passion drew nigh, and 
when the agonies of death were past, and the chariots of heaven 
stood waiting to bear the conqueror home ; He is ready to ascend 
“with dyed garments from Bozrah, glorious in his apparel, travel- 
ling in the greatness of his strength.” 

Lastly, the Saviour rose that the Holy Spirit might de. 
scend. “If I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you. 
But if I go away, I will send him unto you.” John xvi.7. A pre- 
cious ascension gift! The Spirit to convince of sin, to apply the 
blood of atonement, to sanctify the heart, and bring the sinner 
home to God. “I will not leave you comfortless,’? was Hig own 
kind promise to His disciples ; and when He entered on His king- 
dom He sent the Spirit, and the heavenly messenger wings his 
way to their sad hearts with words of peace. 

But to these startled disciples this parting was one of unmingled 
pain; their present bereavement, not their future joy, was the 
overpowering thought of that strange hour. Their loss they saw— 
not heaven’s gain, not their own in the coming glory of the church 
and of Christ. They saw their master slowly ascending ; the God 
revealed in his ethereal form ; when suddenly the truth flashed on 
their bewildered minds, that the Son is on the wing for His Fa- 
ther’s house. He speaks not, but hovering over them as they turn 
upward their mournful eyes and speechless gaze upon their rising 
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Lord, He smiles the last adieu; and a cloud more lustrous than the 
rainbow about the throne, receives the King of Glory on its bosom, 
and floats away into the deep blue sky. 

On the plains of Bethlehem, while shepherds watched their 
flocks by night, the music of angels stole from the choirs of hea- 
ven, and in the midst of melody, such only as angels make in 
hymns to Jesus, the Saviour’s advent was chanted in the ears of 
men. And now the Redeemer has gone, what mean those strains 
of triumphant song that roll along the skies? It is a jubilee in 
heaven! Onward, upwarp rides the conqueror with glory flaming 
from His burning wheels. Attendant angels scatter crowns more ra- 
diant than stars in His ascending path. Worlds that never 
heard the story of redeeming love, stand still to see the victorious 
pageant on its shining way. 

And now arrived at last, ten thousand times ten thousand 
voices cry, *¢ Lirr uP your HEADS, O YE GATES, AND BE YE LIFTED 
UP YE EVERLASTING DOORS, AND THE Kine oF GLORY SHALL 
COME in!” 

And from within as many voices, “* Wuo 1s tH1s Kine or 
Guory ?” 

And the shining escort answer, “¢ The Lord, strong and mighty ; 
the Lord, mighty in battle ! Lift up your heads, O ye gates ; even lift 
them up, ye everlasting doors, and the Kine or Guory shall come 
in!!! 

Take thy throne and crown, O thou most mighty ! thou whose 
highest glory is that thou art mighty to save! Angels shall bow 
before thee, archangels shall kiss thy feet, and a multitude, whom 
no man can number, redeemed by thy shed blood, shall sing, world 
without end, “ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain.” 

There, in the centre of the concentrated glories of the celestial 
city, in the midst of light that mortals may not look on, girt with 
ranks of saints and angels in a holy strife to swell still higher the 
overflowing fountains of love that gush from every breast ; there, 
with the sceptre of a love-conquered world in His hands, and mil- 
lions of redeemed and rejoicing ones at His feet, 


There, the dear Man, my Saviour sits, 
* The God ! how bright he shines ; 
And scaiters infinite delights, 
Qn all the happy minds, 


Jesus, the Lord, their harps employs, 
Jesus, my love, they sing, 

Jesus, the name of both our joys, 
Sounds sweet from every string. 


Now let me rise and join their song, 
And be an ange! too; 

My heart, my hands, my ears, my tongue, 
Here’s joyful work for you, 
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1 would begin the music here, 
And so my soul should rise ; 

O for some heavenly notes, to bear 
My spirit to the skies. 


My brethren, why stand ye gazing up inte heaven. This same 
Jesus shall so come in like manneras yehave seen Himgointoheaven, 
Ye shall see Him again when He comes in the clouds of His glory 
and his holy angels with him. Every eye shall see Him when He 
comes to judgment! Would you see him now? Hark to His 
voice! ‘¢ Behold I stand at the door and knock. If any man hear 
my voice, and open the door, I will come in to him and sup with 
him, and he with me.” ‘Iam he that liveth and was dead, and 
behold I ain alive for evermore.” ‘ Be thou faithful unto death, 
and I will give thee a crown of life.” 

But in the stroug emotions awakened by these themes, let us 
not forget the practical effect of the doctrine involved. “That I 
may know the power of his resurrection,” was Paul’s great desire 
—its power in revealing the divinity and glory of Jesus, in pledg- 
ing the future triumph of the church over the terrors of death and 
the grave—its power in sustaining through sufferings, by which he 
has fellowship with Christ. Why do we know and feel so little 
of the power of the resurrection? Because we do not study it. 
Every other event in the life of Jesus, His birth, His temptation, His 
miracles, His trial, His agony, His death, are themes on which the 
church has dwelt till they form a part of the soul’s experience of 
the Christian ; these are Christ in him, and his experience is their 

wer. The love of Christ constraineth them ; but they love Him 
in his humiliation. Those nights of prayer, those days of dark- 
ness, those drops of sweat, those dying groans, have power to stir 
the heart. But therising Saviour, the ascending Saviour, the glorified 
Saviour,the Lamb inthe midst of the throne,the intercessor,the ever- 
living Priest and King. This is the Saviour whose power we need to 
justify us sinners in the sight of God, to fit us, fire us, and rouse us 
for the work unto which we are called. The pages of the inspired 
volume furnish us no themes more full of instruction, of elevation, 
of impulse to holy living and noble doing, than the resurrection 
and ascension of our Lord. The apostles, the martyrs, the holi- 
est men have pondered them devoutly, and have drawn lessons 
rich and sweet from the deserted tomb and the mount of triumph. 
Before leaving the subject, I would love to ask you to commune 
with Paul and Chrysostom, with Thomas Aquinas and Pascal, 
and: others whose pious musings around these sacred scenes are 
among the most fragrant records in the church of Christ. But 
time has failed me. 

Let us know the power of the resurrection, and so live that 
when Christ, who is our fife, shall appear, we also may appear 
with Him in glory. Soon shall we hear Him say, “‘ Come up hith- 
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er, and sit down with me in my Father’s kingdom.” 0 to think 
of heaven and Jesus, Jesus and heaven! of bowing before Him, of 
casting crowns at His feet, of singing, ‘* Unto him who hath loved 
us, and given himself for us, and washed us in his own blood, wnto 
His name sz GLORY.” 


“O may I bear some humble part 
Tn that immortal song, 
Wonder and love shall tune my heart, 
And joy command my tongue.” 





SERMON FOR THE YOUNG. 


oo 


LIFE—A CONTRAST. 


“« Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away ; 
They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day.” 


Nor many years since I was called to minister at the 
death-bed of two young men. They were both at that interesting 
period of life when youth is just opening into manhood and giving 
promise of a bright and joyous future. They moved in the same 
circle of society, sickened and died nearly at the same time. 
They were both of them greatly admired for their amiable quali- 
ties and social virtues while living, and they were sincerely and 
universally lamented in death. They were in many respects alike ; 
and yet in the end an affecting and instructive contrast was made 
so clear and plain, as to be seen and marked by a whole communi- 
ty. The one was a man of study, and the other of business. 

The former, two years previous to the time referred to, had gra- 
duated with no little honor at one of the first colleges of New Eng- 
land. The impress of intellect and of manly beauty was upon 
his brow, and the fire of genius flashed in his eye. His mind was 
gifted and well cultivated. He set his mark high, and no toil or 
striving was omitted in order to reach it. He was ambitious and 
studious. His ruling passion was success in the profession which 
he had chosen; all things else were made subsidiary to this end ; 
his plans for life were laid, and all was hope and expectation as 
he pressed forward to win the prize—when, lo! from a cloudless 
sky a thunderbolt suddenly descended and struck him down. 
That peata which he had put a great way off in his thoughts, and 
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which he had left out of his plans altogether, had unexpectedly 
overtaken him in the race: paleness and trembling came upon 
him; he strove against the stern mandate with all the energy of 
hope and determined resolution—fur die he could not and would 
not—and yet he had to yield and give up the smiling world 
and die. 

Oh! the anguish of that youthful heart as hope expired and a 
mortal darkness gathered in his chamber, bee the bitter cup of 
death was forced to his lips! .I will not paint the scene—it was 
trying to witness it. ‘Touched with a sympathy deeper than I had 
ever felt before for a fellow-sinner and entreated by his distant pa- 
rents, I kindly and earnestly spoke to him of Jesus Christ and His 
salvation—of the Christian race and crown—of a life above which 
knows no blight,—and urged him, day by day, as the sands of 
life fast ebbed away, to make his peace with God and prepare to 
die, but to little purpose. He frankly confessed that ke felt no 
present interest in religious things ; he was unwilling to converse 
about them ; and death especially was a subject that he could not 
have alluded to, even in his sick chamber, so greatly did it disturb 
and displease him. Many tears were wept for him by Christian 
friends, and prayers offered in secret; but there was no marked 
change in him to the last, and he died without a word to comfort 
his weeping friends. 

And that young man was no unbeliever or scoffer. A pious 
mother had blessed him in childhood; and during his sickness, 
though far away, she retired to a grove and there with daily plead- 
ings and tears, prayed for the salvation of her dying son. hile 
in college, too, he came under the influence of a powerful revival 
of religion; many of his associates were converted; he himself 
was greatly wrought upon, and for a year or more was serious and 
prayerful. He was also a strictly moral and virtuous youth—as 
much so as the young ruler who came to Jesus—and the pride of 
a circle of friends and associates. But he had lived only for this 
world—he had no interest in the world to come. His habits of 
mind were fixed—his character was formed; he had made his 
choice, and the inevitable and fearful issue was at hand. 

I saw him die, surrounded by a terror-stricken group of young 
associates—on a bright mild Spring day when nature around was 
starting into new life and putting on her green robe of beauty—~ 
smitten in the hour of fondest hope and promise ; that child of 
many prayers—that youth of rare promise and brilliant expecta- 
tion and once serious and inquiring mind, with no prayer on his 
lips, no words of hope or resignation expressed, mute and trem- 
bling he passed away. Of what avail, thought I, as with his 
weeping companions t bowed by that bed-side, and tried to com- 
mend that departing soul to the mercy of God—of what avail in 
that hour was all that he had seught and attained to? his fair 
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hopes and plans of life, and mental gifts and stores of knowledge, 
what were they all worth to the dying student ? Of how much 
greater value had been a good hope in the neglected Jesus ! 

The voice of that affecting scene will never cease to cry in my 
ear—“ Vain man, Wuat ts your Lire? of that life which you 
reckon on so confidently, and on tne continuance of which so — 
hopes and interests hang? It is even a vapor that appearet 
for a little time, and then vanisheth away.” 


‘Gay is thy morning: flattering hope 
Thy sprightly steps attends ; 

But soon the tempest howls behind, 
And the dark night descends. 


* Before its splendid hour the cloud 
Comes o’er the beam of light; 
A pilgrim in a weary land, 
Man tarries but a night.” 


Three months after I stood in the death-chamber of the other 
person referred to. It was midnight, a solemn hour. But all was 
calin and peaceful in that “‘ upper-chamber.”? ‘There was no sur- 
prise, or bustle, or terror mingled in the sublime scene. There lay 
the pale and wasted form of one over whom three-and-twenty 
summers had passed—dying shall we say? it seemed not like it. 
His noble brow was serene. His large eye glowed with a lustre 
that told of “glory unspeakable” revealed to the inner man. A 
smile of unearthly sweetness played about his placid features. 
His spirit seemed gentle as the breath of morn; not a gloomy 
thought or fear ruffled the mind. His words were few and simple ; 
they were not expressive of enthusiasm or ecstacy, but were words 
of sweet resignation, of assured hope, of a firm triumphing faith. 
He assured those who stood around him, that he felt no pain and 
was happy; that he could surrender the world, inviting as it 
seemed to others, without a struggle; and that Jesus, who had 
sought him while a stranger in the giddy paths of youth and given 
him a heart to love and serve Him, did not forsake him in this the 
hour of his greatest need. Though carefully watched, none 
knew when the spirit took its flight, so gentle was it. Not a sigh 
was heaved, nor a groan heard, nor a limb moved ; his features 
were in death a placid sweetness, earnest shall I say, of perfect 
triumph and of everlasting rest obtained? I had often before wit- 
nessed the power of God’s conquering grace in life’s last hour; and 
yet in this instance there was a degree of peace, a completeness 
of victory, a power and even sublimity of faith, that was quite 
new to me. Never did Jesus appear more precious than in that 
hour ; never did religion appear more winning and valuable. In 
death there was no terror but unspeakable idi~an dying but 
the putting forth of a new life. 





LIFE““A CONTRAST. 


“* How blest the righteous when he dies ‘ 
When sinks a weary soul to rest ; 
How mildly beam the closing eyes, 
How gently heaves the expiring breast !” 


My hearer! would you know the philosophy of that triumphant 
scene? I took from the table by his bed-side his BisLe—the same 
copy that had been the guide of his early youth, the companion 
of his private devotions, the solace of his sick chamber, and the 
hope and signal triumph of his last hour—and on opening it found 
written on the first fly-leaf, in his well-known hand, these words, 


embodying more true philosophy and practical wisdom than earth’s 
sages or masters ever uttered :— 


“THE FEAR OF THE LORD IS THE BEGINNING OF 
WISDOM.” 


There was the simple and comprehensive rule of his living, and 
the secret of his dying. For that very hour he had lived. He had 
remembered his Creator in the days of his youth, and consecrat- 
ed his earliest years to Christ and religion—had so numbered his 
days as to have accomplished life’s great eud while it was yet 
morning ; and hence he met the early summons to depart, and 
death’s awful conflict, with a heart sweetly subdued by the grace 
of the gospel—with a faith in God which many waters could not 
quench, and with a hope of glory and blessedness to be realized in 
heaven, which shone out full and bright over the valley of the sha- 
dow of death, and cheered his passage through it. 

Oh, there is no place like a death-bed to answer the great ques- 
tion—“* What is your life?”? Then, if not before, will the folly 
or wisdom of all life’s doings be manifest. To have then a good 
hope through grace will be above all price, unspeakably blessed ! 
But to ‘‘die and give no sign *—to face death without a Saviour— 
to pass away to the world of spirits under a cloud of midnight 
gloom, must be dreadful indeed. ‘To escape such an hour and all 


of evil that lies beyond, is surely worth a long life of prayer 
and obedience. 


«* Man lives to die, as flowers bloom to fade ; 

Expanded bloom is but incipient death ; 

The rose that with the morning zephyr played, 
At eve lies scattered on the ground beneath ; 

And flowers at eve that formed a living wreath, 
When morning beameth bright, all drooping lie, 

Cast on the ground to waste their fragrant breath, 
Or tell their story to the passer-by, 

That they, once highly prized, are cast aside to die. 


We know that we must die, Oh, then, how strange 
. That he, whose life is but a passing day, , 





THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


‘Should live regardless of his last great change ' 
All earthly brightness soon must fade away ; 

All earthly things are hasting to decay ; 
And man, possessed of an immortal soul, 

Lives to exalt his perishing mortal clay, 
Nor listens to the never ceasing toll 

Of hours he may regret while endless ages roll.” 

Eprror. 


A SERMON FOR PHYSICIANS. 


Wuar a blessing is a truly pious Physician! How sweet and 
soothing is his influence in the chamber of sickness and by the 
bed-side of the dying. He needs religion more than any other 
man}; and possessing it, no man has such favorable opportunities to 
bring home its consolations and saving truths to the suffering and 
dying. President White, in the Biblical Repository for July, says 
with no less force than beauty, ‘‘ The Physician comes, not when 
the spirit is chafed by the collisions and disappointments of the 
world, not when the heart is eaten up with a burning thirst for 
honor or wealth, not when the ear is filled with flattery, or the 
heart surcharged with worldly pleasure. He comes to men when 
the premonitions of dissolution are about them; when earthly 
hopes are taking leave of them for ever; when the coffin, the mat- 
tock and the grave, are the images that terrify the heart; when 
wealth has no power, pleasure no zest, worldly elevation no at- 
traction. He comes to men, when, if they themselves have escap- 
ed, death is invading the circle of their friends, and when perhaps, 
though recently there before, he has returned for another victim. 
He comes when sympathies are excited, the ear is open, the heart 
mellow, prejudice subsided, conscience aroused. Easily will a 
great and useful moral power be exerted in these circumstances, 
especially by one, who is offering his ministrations to remove pain 
and dislodge an enemy, lurking about the fountains of life. The 
man who has received the antidote of a physical disease from his 
medical adviser, can scarcely refuse to respond to his representa- 
tions of the grand infallible remedy provided by Divine Mercy 
for deep moral leprosies! Like the unseen circulations under 

ound, which nourish luxuriant vegetation above, the religious 
influence of the professors of the healing art, noiseless and unob- 
served, causes to spring up from its quiet operations, a refreshing, 
delightful scene of moral life. 





